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said the appearance of corruption is
spread all over GOPAC and the Speak-
er’s fundraising. If he cannot abide by
the laws that are in force, if there is
not an appearance of corruption, we
must get a report from the Ethics Com-
mittee, or we are part of the coverup. If
you vote to table, you are covering up.
Do not do it.
f

MORE COMPASSION FOR WORKING
FAMILIES

(Mr. DURBIN asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. DURBIN. The Gingrich Repub-
licans just do not understand the prob-
lems facing working families, but do
not take my word for it. Take the word
of the Consumers Union. I hope you are
familiar with this organization. They
publish Consumers Report. They are
noncommercial, nonpolitical.

Yesterday, they analyzed the Ging-
rich Republican budget and its impact
on working families, particularly when
it comes to Medicaid, the program that
pays for over half the cost of nursing
homes across America.

Mr. Speaker, if you have a member of
your family in a nursing home or if you
anticipate that possibility, it is a trou-
bling challenge to every family. It
costs on average $38,000 a year to keep
a person in a nursing home, and the
Federal Government picks up the lion’s
share of that cost so that families will
not be decimated and bankrupted by
this experience. The Gingrich Repub-
lican budget, according to Consumers
Union, will force 395,000 long-term care
patients off these Medicaid payments
for nursing homes.

Now, what will happen to these work-
ing families? I wish they had the same
sensitivity for working families as they
have when they give tax breaks to the
wealthy.
f

JOIN WITH US TO GOVERN

(Mr. HAYWORTH asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. HAYWORTH. Mr. Speaker, I lis-
tened with great interest to my col-
league from Illinois, and I dare say to
find some of the most stunning fiction
in this Nation one no longer needs to
visit bookstores, one no longer need go
to the library. Simply listen to the
rhetoric chanted almost as a mindless
mantra from those disciples of big Gov-
ernment who fail to understand one
basic principle. You work hard for the
money you earn, you ought to hang on
to more of it and send less of it here to
Washington.

The fact is, and we will repeat it
again, we are not making these draco-
nian cuts the other side attributes. We
are restraining the rate of growth to
save the very programs they purport to
champion. Sooner or later, my friends
on the other side of the aisle, the lib-

erals in this Chamber and at the other
end of Pennsylvania Avenue will have
to step forward with us and govern.

Once again, Mr. Speaker, we extend
our hand. Join with us and govern. The
American people deserve no less.
f

IMPOVERISHING FAMILIES IS NO
WAY TO BALANCE BUDGET

Ms. DELAURO asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Ms. DELAURO. Mr. Speaker, no, we
will not join in an effort that, as the
report issued on Wednesday by the
Consumers Union says, and these are
the folks, my friends, when you go to
buy your car, you look at the
Consumer Reports to find out if you
are getting a bum deal or if you are
going to get a good deal.

Let me tell you what kind of a bum
deal that the folks in this country are
going to get. The Republican plans for
the transformation of Medicaid may
force thousands of American families
into financial ruin.

Mr. Speaker, Medicaid pays the bills
of 60 percent of nursing home residents
in this country. Under the Republican
plan, 395,000 of our Nation’s long-term
care patients are likely to lose Medic-
aid payment for their care.

Most appalling is that the Repub-
lican plan would repeal current regula-
tions that protect the assets of the
families of nursing home patients.

In fact, this bill would actually allow
a State to place a lein on your home if
your mother or father is in a nursing
home and cannot pay the bill. Mr.
Speaker, families should not have to
hawk their homes to pay for the medi-
cal care of loved ones. Impoverishing
American families is no way to balance
the budget.
f

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
GILLMOR). The Chair would remind the
Members that we are in 1 minutes, and
the Chair would appreciate it if Mem-
bers would stay within 1 minute.
f

VOTING CARD WORLD’S MOST
EXPENSIVE CREDIT CARD

(Mr. WELLER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. WELLER. Mr. Speaker, as one of
those who came to Washington to
change how Washington works, I found
the last year so very interesting.

Mr. Speaker, all of us in the House
use this plastic card. It is a card that
we carry, and the interesting thing is,
our friends on the left, the Democrats,
for the last 26 years have used this
card, their voting card, as the world’s
most expensive credit card, running up
a $4.9 trillion national debt.

What does that mean to the people in
the land of Lincoln, my home State of

Illinois? Well, everybody’s share is
$19,000 if we wanted to pay off that na-
tional debt. We have been operating
under deficit spending for 26 years. Not
since Neil Armstrong has Congress bal-
anced the budget.

Just like every American family, Re-
publicans are committed to living
within our means. We have a plan
which balances the budget over 7 years.
We increase spending for Medicare by
$724 billion over 7 years. We increase
Medicaid funding for the State of Illi-
nois by 55 percent. We have a plan to
balance the budget. We reform welfare.

Where is the Democrat leadership
plan? Where is the President’s plan?
f

CONGRESS OF BUSINESS, BY
BUSINESS, AND FOR BUSINESS

(Mr. SCHUMER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. Speaker, a year
ago Speaker GINGRICH signed what he
called a solemn Contract With America
to end Congress’ cycle of scandal and
disgrace. Yet all we see today is gov-
ernment as usual, even worse than
usual.

Record levels of campaign contribu-
tions. The Washington Post reports
that the majority whip is known as the
hammer because he hammers people
for contributions. Yesterday, we saw
again more of this as we read in the
Wall Street Journal how contributions
are becoming more and more closely
linked to legislative favors. While busi-
ness should certainly be at the table,
this has become a Congress of business,
by business, and for business.

Then, finally, today we read, accord-
ing to the FEC, that GOPAC, the
Speaker’s fat-cat PAC, gave him a
quarter of a million dollars in hidden
Newt support. Yes, we said yesterday
disclosure for lobbyists but, of course,
no disclosure for the Speaker. This bill
came 5 years too late.
f

BALANCED BUDGET BONUS FOR
CURRENT AND FUTURE GENERA-
TIONS

(Mr. CHRYSLER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. CHRYSLER. Mr. Speaker, a bal-
anced budget by 2002 means a bonus for
current and future generations. Lower
interest rates, for example, will mean
that people from Michigan will save
$3,914 per year on an average fixed-rate
mortgage. Students at Michigan State
University would save, on average, $584
on a 10-year student loan.

Republicans have passed a budget
that balances by 2002, paving the way
for American families to reap the bene-
fits it will bring for our economy.

The President has produced no spe-
cific plan to balance the budget. His re-
fusal to offer his own details not only
risks missing this opportunity to have
a balanced budget, lower mortgages,
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